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interests, as well as reluctance to leave the important Suez
Canal traffic at the mercy of a self-seeking adventurer, induced
the British Government to sanction armed intervention in July
1882. The first step was the bombardment of Alexandria,
where a massacre of Europeans had taken place, the reduction
of the forts by the guns of our fleet, and the occupation of the
city by a brigade from Cyprus. In order to deceive the enemy
as to the true direction of the attack, which, according to
the plan of campaign adopted by the British commander,
Wolseley, was to be from the canal at Ismailia by way of Tel-el-
Kebir, where the main body of Arabi's army was known to be,
on Cairo, this brigade was ordered to feign an advance south
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and eastward. By this means the enemy was in fact kept in
the dark as to our true projects till it was too late for him to
assemble superior forces for the defence of the capital from the
east.
The forces sent from England amounted in all to two
divisions and one cavalry brigade, some 20,000 men in all, with
a mixed brigade from India, but it was not found possible, in
view of the limitations on traffic in the canal, and of the port of
Ismailia, jto disembark the whole of these simultaneously or
indeed with any great rapidity. By August 23 a large fraction
of the army had, however, set foot on shore and pushed out a
detachment westwards to prevent the destruction by the enemy
of the locks on the Sweetwater Canal, the main source of water
supply for the force ; at the same time the Indian contingent